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DRAGONFLY DIVA
Cara Hollenbeck is the spirit and hands behind 

Dragonfly Diva, a modern line that blends metalwork 
and gemstones, creating pieces that elicit feelings of 
strength and confidence in the wearer. 

Originally hailing from the wild oceans and 
Redwood forests of Northern California, Cara moved 
to Hawai‘i in 2005. She grew up working with her 
hands. At the age of 12, she built a blacksmith studio 
with her father, learning techniques that serve her 
today. 

Like her life-altering and unplanned move to the 
Hawai‘i, Dragonfly Diva emerged spontaneously and 
“took off and ran with me,” Cara explains. She had 
made jewelry as a child, but, until two years ago, had 
not pursued it professionally. After launching the 
line, she realized jewelry design relies on the same 
principals as blacksmithing, just on a smaller scale. 

Instead of designing for the masses, Cara creates 
from a more personal place of “this would make me 
feel beautiful,” or “I know a woman who would look 
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Decorating humanity for millennia, it is believed that beaded jewelry 
dates back around 90,000 to 100,000 years. The adornments were made 
from the shells of the Nassarius, which are marine mollusks. Throughout 
the ages, artisans have drawn inspiration from their environment, 
seeking to enhance society with the beauty of the natural world. Styles 
and trends have cycled, but one constant remains—embellishments 
inspired by nature are as popular now as with the first Nassarius shells.  
With an array of inimitable products, the artistry of crafting unique 
and breathtaking jewelry is an industry that is continuously growing in 
Hawai‘i today.  These local based designers are creating pieces that 
embody the spirit of the islands and perpetuate the timeless art of 
personal ornamentation. Whether for yourself or for someone you love, 
find sentimental gifts with a little touch of aloha to commemorate your 
time here or for this holiday season.  



amazing wearing this.” Her favorite is the Viviana 
Collection, a spiral earring named for her mother 
and made from one piece of hammered metal with 
two sets of interchangeable hanging stones. 

Cara’s jewelry is light and airy yet firmly rooted 
in the strong poise of one who feels beautiful. The 
women in her life gave her the encouragement to 
see her passion to fruition; making stunning jewelry 
is her way of giving back to them. 

Dragonfly Diva at Persimmon Boutique at the 
Queens’ MarketPlace in Waikoloa (808) 886-0303.

VELVET JEWELRY
The velvety dark-grey orbs of the hua weleweka 

(velvet seed) are the core to Kristof Baugher’s 
distinctive jewelry line. Until six years ago, Kristof 
had no idea the trees he had once planted as a child 
would lay the foundation for his future. 

After seeing a friend utilize the velvet seeds of 
the Mgambo tree, Kristof became transfixed by the 
potential he recognized in the small spheres. Seed 
jewelry is popular in many countries, yet it doesn’t 
have a strong niche in North America. Here, the 
designer saw an opportunity to contemporize the 
seeds by combining crystals, glass, and botanical 
materials, thus creating a collection of jewelry that 
appeals to a variety of consumers. While his local 
line is sourced from the islands, Kristof’s primary 
interest lies in the fusion of materials from around 
the world. 

The seeds that comprise these distinctive pieces 
have been grown, cured, and hand drilled personally 
by Kristof himself. It’s a labor-intensive process, 

each seed requiring a year and a half from harvest 
to sale; but he takes pride in his dedication to the 
work. Amongst his favorite pieces are those that 
combine the hua weleweka seed with a leaf-shaped 
glass bead sourced from the Czech Republic or 
those that juxtapose bright colors with the muted 
grays of the downy spheres. From Park Avenue to 
the beach, Kristof aims to pique the interest of all 
who view his line. 

Velvet Jewelry exclusively at Martin & MacArthur 
at the Kings’ Shops in Waikoloa.

KAI LUXE JEWELRY
Born and raised in Kailua-Kona, Jada Van 

Mols derives her inspiration from the clean lines, 
elegant forms and simple beauty of the Big Island. 
Learning techniques from her mother, she began 
crafting jewelry pieces about four years ago and, 
due to popular demand, has been selling to the 
masses ever since. 

The word kai means “sea” in Hawaiian and the 
handmade, hammered designs of her pieces are 
reminiscent of the fluidity of water with simple 
shell, gemstone, or pearl accents.  She collects 
many of the seashells from local beaches and is 
enamored with a variety of gemstones including 
quartz, citrine, aquamarine and pyrite.  She 
confesses, however, that the Tahitian pearl is by far 
her favorite gem. “Every pearl is different” and she 
“feels attracted to them” more so than any other 
material. 

The spirit of Hawai‘i has shaped who she is and 
Van Mols believes that “who you are influences 
everything you do.”  She hopes that those who take 
her pieces home—no matter where they go—will 
feel that they’ve brought a little piece of Hawai‘i 
with them and that through her use of simple and 
elegant lines, wearers are reminded of the warm 
and tropical feelings experienced while here.  

Kai Luxe Jewelry at Persimmon Boutique at the 
Queens’ MarketPlace in Waikoloa (808) 886-0303.
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WATERS DESIGN
Maui born with a formal design background, 

Kiana Waters takes an uncommon approach to 
jewelry design. Her pieces marry “the energy of 
growing up in the islands and being in tune with 
the ocean and the land” with a hint of technical 
training and principals of interior design.

Five years ago she began making jewelry out of a 
desire to create what she couldn’t fi nd. Trying her 
hand at the craft proved to be wise, as her designs 
are now widely sought after. 

Known for her minute embellishments and bold 
use of color, Kiana’s defi nition of a great jewelry 
piece is something that is truly unique—the details 
of her designs make them stand apart from the 
multitudes. Kiana likes the balance of asymmetry 
and is fond of things that aren’t “perfectly pretty” 
or even matching. By far, some of her most favored 
pieces are those that include the rare and unique 
Sunrise Seashell that can only be found on O‘ahu 
and Kaua‘i’s north shores at sunrise. Adding a 
little twist, Kiana claims that her style is a bit more 
modern so the natural elements tend to be accents 
rather than the focal point of her pieces. 

Kiana’s greatest joy is when people feel luminous 
wearing her jewelry. She shares, “Sometimes, it’s 
the little things that make people happy, and if that 
little thing is a piece of jewelry that I’ve created, 
then that makes me happy.” 

Waters Designs at Persimmon Boutique at the 
Queens’ MarketPlace (808) 886-0303.

NALUKAI
Tricia McCarthy, founder, designer and creative 

extraordinaire for Nalukai has lived a life of both 
happiness and adversity. Her sister-in-law, a couple 
healthy years after battling two rounds of breast 

cancer, had a symbol for “believe” tattooed on 
her neck. McCarthy, going through challenges of 
her own at the time, thought, “if she can have that 
strength and want that mantra tattooed on her, 
wouldn’t it be nice on any given day to be able to 
choose your own talisman?”  One year and twelve 
powerful words later, the Nalukai Collection was 
born.

Luxurious charms and pendants are dipped in 
silver, yellow, and rose gold, serving as the focal 
pieces of the Nalukai line, which was launched 
just this past May. Each pendant is engraved with 
one of twelve words envisioned by McCarthy and 
are meant to celebrate the individuality, strength 
and beauty we each possess. Whether on a beaded 
bracelet or on a luxe chain, each charm is meant 
to inspire “particularly when we’re going through a 
trying time or a journey in our lives.”  McCarthy has 
had a deep connection to Hawai‘i since childhood 
and chose to incorporate the Hawaiian spirit into 
her jewelry through the use of the language. Her 
solid, yet elegant custom designs feature an English 
word on one side and the Hawaiian translation on 
the opposite. It is in this way the individual can 
choose which side to display, and which to lie next 
to their heart. 

Nalukai means “a wise soul who has weathered 
life’s storms”—and who hasn’t weathered a storm 
of their own?  McCarthy’s pieces blend the beauty 
of the Hawaiian language with the elegance of 
jewelry to create a memento for each person’s story. 
And just as we are all individuals, no two pieces are 
identical. All of Nalukai’s jewelry is handcrafted 
and unique. 

Nalukai Collection available online at 
nalukaicollection.com.  

HILDGUND
A second-generation jewelry designer of renowned Hildgund, Bruce Bucky creates one-of-a-kind pieces that complement bold colored gemstones and stunning 

diamonds. Having lived in Hawai‘i for more than 30 years, Bucky derives his inspiration from the raw beauty of the island that surrounds him. A true artist, he interprets 
what he sees through his designs and creates an expression of that vision. In some cases, he explains, the gemstone is the true inspiration and he’ll work the piece 
to take shape around the stone. But whether the vision precedes the gem or the gem precedes the vision, the result is always a custom and exquisite masterpiece.

Hildgund jewelry designs are luxurious, chic, and dazzling, dripping with timeless originality and stature.  The essence of Hawai‘i fi nds its way into almost every 
piece, but the Kano Collection (pronounced kay-no) was inspired by the lava fl ows from Kïlauea Volcano on the Big Island. These pieces are manufactured exclusively 
by Hildgund and possess the most direct expression of the island with its natural, wild, yet simple designs that strictly use uncut colored gems and free form gold. 

Bucky explains that “when we build pieces, we build them with our vision, hoping the customers will see them with their [own] vision.”  
Hildgund’s award-winning jewelry is sold through their Big Island boutiques at the Four Seasons Resort Hualälai, Mauna Lani Bay Hotel & Bungalows and Mauna 
Kea Beach Hotel. Visit them online at www.hildgund.com, or if on the neighbor islands, visit their O‘ahu and Maui locations.
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“I don’t understand how a 

woman can leave the house 

without fi xing herself up a 

little—if only out of polite-

ness. And then, you never 

know, maybe that’s the day 

she has a date with destiny. 

And it’s best to be as pretty 

as possible for destiny.” 

–Coco Chanel




